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of Little Tibet and Cashmir, on the east, to the Kurdo-Persian dialects on the west; from the Semi-Bal6ch dialects of the southern Sea Coast to the Tajiks on the Jaxartes. This would indeed be an addition to linguistic knowledge.
M. Oppert explained the proper meaning of the words Avesfa and Zend, and remarked that both words belonged to the old Persian of the inscriptions of the Aebcemenides, and that neither appeared in the old Bactrian of the so-called Zendavests, and the sooner the wrong use of these terms is abandoned in scientific works the better. The language should be called the old Bactrian.
M. Sakhau laid down a principle which we heartily endorse, and which we trust, the good sense of scholars and statesmen will support alsOj that when any language is illiterate, aud possesses no peculiar written character of its own, in that case the .Roman character of M. Lepsius' alphabet be adopted, or some equally satisfactory adaptation of the Roman character; but that, \vheu a language has a character of its own, however inadequate it may appear to be to express the sounds, it should not be set aside for a European intruder, but that steps should be taken to improve it. It is quite another case when a people of their own choice accept the use of a new character, and of this we have instances in Europe, but what we object to is the forcing upon a people * ab externo' a strange character, merely because it is theoretically, or even practically, more perfect as a representation of sounds. The sentiment, religious feelings, and habitudes of a nation have to be considered.
The section of Siberia* or Central Asia, was presided over by the great, and yet modest and unpresuming, scholar, Vassilieff. After some remarks about the educational establishments in Siberia, which would sound like a foolish joke, if it were not too well known that the Russians never joke, Madame Fedschenko, the widow of the great traveller, in person, laid on the table of the Congress a specimen of the great work on the anthropology and ethnology of Eastern Asia, which is in course of publication. The first portion related to the Ainos, who inhabit one of the northern Islands of Japan, concerning whom more will be known now, since the Church Missionary Society has a Mission established among them.
M, Neumann then gave an account of the tribe called the Chogti, occupying the inhospitable regions of the extreme north, where the climate was so severe that there were few nights in the year without a frost. M. Sobruk, an Ostyak by birth, in the dress of his people, then addressed the Russian in Russian and described the ancient idols of the Ostyaks and Voguls, which,